
March 10, 2009 

Government Center - Meeting Chamber 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING, Meeting Chamber 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

TyShaun Wynter, a senior at Phillip O. Berry Academy of Technology, is very 
active in both school and community organizations.  At school, he is the battalion 
commander of the U.S. Army JROTC, Committee Chair of Skills USA, Student 
Council executive president, member of the National Honor Society, and member 
of the National Technical Honor Society.  In the community, he is involved with 
the North Carolina Blumenthal Performing Arts, Charlotte Coalition for Social 
Justice and New Life Fellowship Ministries. Even with all the time required for his 
school and community commitments, TyShaun is ranked number one in his 
class. TyShaun also spoke on the March character trait of courage. He received 
a standing ovation from the audience. 

B. Adoption of Agenda 

The Board added Item IV. D to the agenda 

II. REQUESTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

More than 25 members of the public, including a majority of CMS employees 
spoke at the meeting. Their topics ranged from teacher cuts to opposition of the 
Memorial Day holiday being used as the March 2 snow day. 

III. CONSENT ITEMS 

The Board approved these items 

A. Recommend approval of minutes 

B. Construction Items 

1. Recommend approval of easement for new Mint Hill high school 



C. Recommend approval of licensed/non-licensed hires and promotions for 
February 2009 

D. Recommend approval of supplementary funding request for No Easy Walk 
Into Character 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools has applied for a $1.6 million federal grant to 
expand a gang-prevention and character-education program called No Easy 
Walk. No Easy Walk was developed by CMS Health and Physical Education 
Specialist Debra Kaclik and Health and Physical Education Resource Teacher 
John Concelman. It is currently in three CMS middle schools (Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Spaugh and Turning Point Academy). The grant would expand it into nine of 
the district’s FOCUS middle schools. FOCUS stands for Finding Opportunities; 
Creating Unparalleled Success. The program puts resources in schools where 
children need individual attention and extra support.  

CMS staff presented information about the grant request to the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education 
at its March 10 meeting. The request is to the U.S. Department of Education’s Partners in Character 
Education Program. If the grant is awarded to CMS, the district would receive the funds over four years, 
beginning in July. CMS should hear whether it received the grant by the end of June. 

E. Recommend approval of appointment of administrative personnel 

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education approved six principal 
appointments at its March 10 meeting.  

Amy Dellinger will be the new principal of Mint Hill Middle School. She has been 
an assistant principal at Mint Hill since 2006. Before joining CMS, Dellinger was 
an assistant principal of South Rowan High School in China Grove and a teacher 
in Shelby, N.C.  

Rhonda L. Gomez will be the new principal of Endhaven Elementary School. She 
has been an assistant principal at Nations Ford Elementary since 2005 and was 
also an assistant principal at Pinewood Elementary School. Gomez has also 
been an assistant principal at William C. Friday Middle School in Dallas, N.C. and 
Lingerfeldt Elementary School in Gastonia. 

Rhonda Gaddy Houston will be the new principal of Crestdale Middle School. 
She has been an assistant principal at Ardrey Kell High since 2007 and was also 
an interim assistant principal at South Charlotte Middle. Houston began her 
career with CMS in 1974 as a teacher at University Park Elementary School. 



Ernest Saxton, III will be the new principal of McAlpine Elementary School. 
Saxton has been an assistant principal at Elizabeth Lane Elementary since 2006. 
He was previously a teacher at Morehead Elementary School, and also worked 
as a teacher and assistant principal at schools in Philadelphia, Pa.  

Gwen Frazier Shannon will be the new principal of Lansdowne Elementary 
School. She has been an assistant principal at Ashley Park Elementary since 
2008. She was previously the area support coordinator for the Achievement Zone 
Learning Community, and also served as regional assistant for middle schools-
West. Shannon began her career with CMS in 1984 as a teacher at Statesville 
Road Elementary School. 

Susan Deanna Wilson will be the new principal of Oakhurst Elementary School. 
She has been an assistant principal at Oakhurst since 2004 and has also been a 
teacher at Ashley Park, Olde Providence and Barringer elementary schools. 

IV. ACTION ITEMS 

A. Recommend approval of proposed 2009 Legislative Agenda 

B. Recommend approval of a reduction in force necessitated by decreased 
funding for teachers and assistant principals, including the criteria to be used in 
the reduction 

Dr. Peter C. Gorman received approval March 10 from the Board of Education for 
a plan to reduce staff in Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools.  

The approval, required by Board policy, outlines the criteria and process for 
identifying and notifying staff if a reduction occurs.  The reductions may be 
necessary because of state and local funding shortfalls that could require the 
district to cut as much as $87 million from the 2009-2010 budget. 

To view the criteria click here 

C. Recommend approval of modification to the 2008-2009 student calendar 

The Board of Education on March 10 chose the Memorial Day holiday, Monday, 
May 25, as the make-up day for the March 2 snow day. All schools and offices 
will be open that day. Students should plan to attend class at the usual time and 

http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/news/Documents/Letter%20to%20Board%20of%20Education_Peter%20Gorman_Reducation%20in%20Force%202009_Seeking%20Board%20Approval.pdf


staff must report to work unless they arrange in advance to use annual leave.  
For students on the A day/B day schedule, May 25, will be an A day. 

D. Recommend approval of contracts for executive staff. 

The Board voted 5-4 to approve the contracts. 

V. REPORTS/INFORMATION ITEMS 

A. Report on Financial Statements for January 2009 

B. Report on Budget Amendments for January 2009 

C. Report on Strategic Plan Charter: World Languages and Social Studies 
This item was removed from the agenda. 

D. Report/First Reading on proposed amendments to Policy JJJ, “Extracurricular 

Activity Eligibility” 

The Board will discuss and vote on this proposed policy at its April 14 meeting. 

VI. REPORT FROM SUPERINTENDENT 

VII. REPORTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VIII. CLOSED SESSION, Room CH-14 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 


